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Subject;    "PLANS  FOR  BETTER  LIVING."    Information  from  Farm  Security  officials 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Are  you  a  post-war  crystal  gazer?    Do  dreams  of  "better  living  after  the  war 
dazzle  you?   Whether  you  say  "yes"  or  "no"  to  those  questions,  you  are  interested 
In  the  kind  of  world  we're  going  to  live  in  when  peace  comes,  aren't  you?    All  of 
as  are,  and  we  should  he  -  because  it  is  tim  *  now  to  sharpen  our  thoughts  about 
tomorrow  and  make  plans  for  having  more  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  for  gaining 
nore  security  and  opportunity  than  we've  ever  had  before. 

Of  course,  a  lot  of  "us  women"  think  in  terms  of  new  housekeeping  marvels  to 
.ighten  our  work.    Maybe  we  daydream  about  a  home  where  we  can  push  buttons  and 
iave  our  heaviest  chores  done  by  electricity.    The  experts  say  we  can  count  on  more 
f  these  time-savers  and  labor-savers  when  civilian  production  gets  under  way  again. 

Also  after  the  war,  more  farm  homemakers  may  look  forward  to  running  water 
n  the  house— so  they  won't  have  to  "wear  themselves  out"  carrying  buckets  from  the 
rell  or  cistern.    More  may  count  on  electric  lights,  power  washing  machines,  bath- 
'oons,  good  kitchen  sinks,  good  ranges  for  cooking,  sturdy  attractive  furniture, 
■elephones,  and  radios. 

In  the  country,  many  new  well-built  farm  houses  will  replace  the  old,  in- 
■dequate  houses.    It  is  hoped  few  one  and  two-room  shacks  will  be  left.    Life  can 
e  just  as  uncomfortable  and  unhealthy  for  a  large  family  crowded  into  a  two-room 
ahin  in  the  country  as  it  can  be  in  an  undersize  tenement  in  the  city.  Housing, 
toltation,  and  water  supplies  are  often  worse  in  rural  slums  than  in  city  slums. 

Since  1935,  when  the  Earn  Security  program  started,  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
griculture  has  been  helping  small  farmers  raise  their  standards  of  living.  Even 


while  stressing  war  food  production,  its  goal  of  better  living  for  them  has  never 
"been  sidetracked  or  lost  sight  of.    But  too  nany  farm  families,  as  well  as  town 
families  still  have  poor  diets.    They  don't  get  enough  health-giving  foods,  and 
they  need  better  nutrition. 

Besides  plenty  of  the  right  kinds  of  food,  and  more  comfortable  hones,  people 
want  improved  medical  services  after  the  war.    There  are  not  enough  doctors  now, 
especially  in  rural  areas,  and  they  are  not  evenly  enough  distributed.    There  are 
not  enough  medical,  dental,  hospital,  nursing,  and  drug  services  -  particularly  for 
people  in  the  country.    Farm  families  need  more  hospitals,  county  health  units, 
sanitation  programs,  and  health  clinics  for  different  purposes. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture' s  "medical  care  plan"  for  small  farmers  has 
provided  medical  care  to  more  than  half  a  million  persons  in  41  States — at  prices 
they  can  afford  to  pay.    It  is  a  successful  program  too,  but  the  number  of  people 
it  can  serve  is  "a  drop  in  the  bucket"  compared  to  the  need.    To  be  of  greater 
service,  it  would  have  to  be  open  to  people  of  all  incomes  instead  of  only  to  FSA 
borrower  families. 

Thousands  of  persons  "go  through  life"  with  major  ills  uncorrected,  or  with 
neglected  minor  ailments  such  as  diseased  tonsils,  infected  teeth,  poor  vision,  bad 
hearing,  hernias,  and  varicose  veins— because  they  can't  get  the  medical  attention 
they  need.    Therefore,  additional  preventive  and  remedial  health  measures  are  among 
our  post-war  aims,  and  medical  groups  and  cooperating  agencies  are  already  busy 
developing  plans  to  bring  them  about. 

Speaking  of  time  and  labor  savers  in  the  home,  many  farmers  may  look  forward 
to  more  efficient  equipment  on  their  farms  after  the  v/ar.    More  may  have  the  use  of 
tractors,  electric  motors,  and  other  efficiency  machines  so  they  can  do  better, 
quicker  work  v/ith  more  ease.    Those  nho  can't  afford  to  buy  machines,  or  haven't 
enough  land  to  make  owning  them  worthwhile,  may  be  able  to  share  machinery 
"rtth  neighbors.    Thousands  of  small  machinery  cooperatives  are  already  vrorking 
successfully  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  more  can  be  started.    Through  them, 
farmers  can  pool  their  money  and  buy  what  they  need  together.     Then  they  can  work 
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out  a  schedule  for  use,  so  each  has  the  machinery  he  needs  when  he  needs  it,  and 
machines  don't  set  idle  as  much  as  they  otherwise  would. 

More  small  farmers  may  market  their  produce  together  and  serve  themselves 
and  their  town  customers  to  "better  advantage.    Individually  a  man  is  handicapped 
when  he  tries  to  sell  his  eggs,  dairy  products,  surplus  vegetables,  and  other  farm 
produce  alone.    But  when  he  joins  with  other  farmers,  he  can  save  time,  money,  and 
effort,  and  do  a  better  job.    Through  cooperating  with  neighbors  he  can  buy  equip- 
ment and  supplies  more  easily  and  economically.    Cooperation  like  this  can  enable 
hin  to  work  on  a  small  scale  as  efficiently  as  the  big  farmer  works  on  a  large  scale* 

Naturally  with  more  time  -  and  labor-saving  equipment  to  take  the  drudgery 
out  of  farm  and  house  work,  rural  people  will  have  more  time  for  "living" — for  re- 
creation and  social  life.    This  means  more  community  centers,  playgrounds,  and 
public  libraries  will  be  needed-especially  in  rural  areas — and  planning  groups  are 
no*  at  work  to  establish  them. 

Our  post-war  pattern  for  better  living  is  really  very  simple.    As  we've  said, 
it  looks  toward  more  comfortable,  attractive  homes,  better  health  through  better 
diet  and  improved  medical  services,  more  efficient  ways  of  working,  more  recreation- 
al facilities,  and  improved  cultural  opportunities. 

But  what  is  accomplished  is  up  to  all  of  us.    We  must  save  our  money  so  we 
can  buy  after  the  war,  and  we  must  learn  the  plans  that  are  under  way  so  we  can  help 
vonc  toward  them.    We  must  be  co-partners  with  our  Government  in  making  our  post-war 
dreans  cone  true. 
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